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Board - Committee - Commission - Council: 
 

      School Committee             
 

Date:  2020-01-23 Time:  7:00 PM      

 

Building:  School - Memorial High Location:  School Library 

 

Address:  62 Oakland Road Agenda:                       

 

Purpose:  Open Session 
 

Meeting Called By: Linda Engelson on behalf of the Chair 
 

Notices and agendas are to be posted 48 hours in advance of the meetings excluding 

Saturdays, Sundays and Legal Holidays. Please keep in mind the Town Clerk’s hours of 

operation and make necessary arrangements to be sure your posting is made in an 

adequate amount of time. A listing of topics that the chair reasonably anticipates will be 

discussed at the meeting must be on the agenda. 

 
All Meeting Postings must be submitted in typed format; handwritten notices will not be accepted. 

 

Topics of Discussion: 

 

   

7:00 p.m. A. Call to Order 

   

7:00 p.m.  Public Hearing on FY2021 Budget 

 

   

7:15 – 7:30 p.m. B. Public Comment 

 

   

7:30 – 7:35 p.m. C. Consent Agenda 

- Approval of RMHS Model UN Field Trip 

- Approval of the RMHS Habitat for Humanity Field Trip 

 

   

7:35 – 7:50 p.m. D. Reports 

1. Students 

2. Director of Student Services 

3. Assistant Superintendent 

4. Chief Financial Officer 

5. Superintendent 

6. Liaison/Sub-Committee 

   

 

7:50 – 9:10 p.m. 

 

E. New Business 

1. FY21 Budget Presentation – Continued Discussion & 

Questions 

   

 

 

F. Old Business 

1.  

   

 

 

G. Information/Correspondence 

1. Email from Rebecca Liberman - Question about the vote 
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to move to every other year superintendent reviews 

2. Email from Rebecca Liberman - Please restore Virtual 

High School in the budget 

 H. Routine Matters 

1. Bills & Payroll Warrants 

2. Calendar 

 

 I. Future Business 

 

9:15 p.m. J. Adjourn 

   

**Times are approximate 



 
 

Reading Public Schools 
 

Instilling a joy of learning and inspiring the innovative leaders of tomorrow 

 

 

 

 

The Reading Public Schools does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, gender identity, religion, national origin, sexual orientation, age or disability. 

 

 

John F. Doherty, Ed. D. 
Superintendent of Schools 

 
82 Oakland Road 
Reading, MA 01867 

Phone: 781-944-5800 
Fax: 781-942-9149 

 

 

Christine M. Kelley 
Assistant Superintendent 

 

Jennifer A. Stys, Ed.D. 
Director of Student Services 

 
Gail Dowd, CPA 

Chief Financial Officer 

 

 

 

 

TO:  Reading School Committee 

 

 FROM: John F. Doherty, Ed.D. 

   Superintendent of Schools 

 

 DATE:  January 21, 2020 

 

 TOPIC: Public Hearing on FY2021 Budget 

 

At our meeting on Thursday evening we will hold the public hearing on the FY2021 budget at 7:00 p.m. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact me. 
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Christine M. Kelley 
Assistant Superintendent 

 

Jennifer A. Stys, Ed.D. 
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TO:  Reading School Committee 

 

 FROM: John F. Doherty, Ed.D. 

   Superintendent of Schools 

 

 DATE:  January 21, 2020 

 

 TOPIC: Approval of the RMHS Habitat for Humanity Field Trip 

 

At our meeting on Thursday night I will ask the School Committee to approve the annual Habitat for 

Humanity trip to Winston-Salem, NC the week of July 19, 2020.  Attached please find the field trip plan 

and itinerary for the trip.  We have copies of the certificate of liability insurance and employee disclosure 

forms on file. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact me. 
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TO:  Reading School Committee 

 

 FROM: John F. Doherty, Ed.D. 

   Superintendent of Schools 

 

 DATE:  January 21, 2020 

 

 TOPIC: Approval of the RMHS Model UN Field Trip 

 

At our meeting on Thursday night I will ask the School Committee to approve the RMHS Model UN trip 

to MIT in Cambridge February 7 - 9, 2020.  Attached please find the field trip plan and itinerary for the 

trip.  We have copies of the certificate of liability insurance and employee disclosure forms on file. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact me. 
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TO:  Reading School Committee 

 

 FROM: John F. Doherty, Ed.D. 

   Superintendent of Schools 

 

 DATE:  January 21, 2020 

 

 TOPIC: Continued Discussion - FY2021 Budget 

 

At our meeting on Thursday evening, we will continue our discussion and review the questions submitted 

on the FY2021 budget.  If you have any questions, please contact me or Mrs. Dowd. 
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Reading Public Schools 
 

Instilling a joy of learning and inspiring the innovative leaders of tomorrow 

 

 

 

 

TO:  Reading School Committee 

 

 FROM: John F. Doherty, Ed.D. 

   Superintendent of Schools 

 

 DATE:  January 21, 2020 

 

TOPIC: Email Correspondence and Other Information 

 

Please find attached for your information, copies of email correspondence and information 

received by School Committee members and Central Office Administrators from  

community members as well as other pertinent information.  We have included our   

responses, if applicable, as well. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact me. 

 

John F. Doherty, Ed. D. 
Superintendent of Schools 

 
82 Oakland Road 

Reading, MA 01867 
Phone: 781-944-5800 

Fax: 781-942-9149 

 

Christine M. Kelley 
Assistant Superintendent 

 

Jennifer A. Stys, Ed.D. 
Director of Student Services 

 
Gail S. Dowd, CPA 

Chief Financial Officer 
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Engelson, Linda

From: Robinson, Charles
Sent: Monday, January 20, 2020 4:26 PM
To: Rebecca Liberman; Engelson, Linda
Subject: Re: Question about the vote to move to every other year superintendent reviews

 Hi Ms. Liberman: 
 
The vote was taken in open session after a fairly lengthy discussion that included public comment.  This vote 
was legal and is separate and distinct from the discussion on the contract which was revisited and tabled 
following s subsequent meeting help on January 2, 2020. 
 
The discussion that took place regarding the evaluation process was recorded by RCTV.  I suggest you review 
that and we can discuss after you have the background of how we came to the vote.  Also, as the Chair, I will 
probably put this discussion to the new committee after the election. 
 
Please let me know if you have questions.  Thank you. 
Chuck Robinson 
 

From: Rebecca Liberman <rfliberman@verizon.net> 
Sent: Friday, January 17, 2020 6:04 PM 
To: DG School Committee <SchoolCommittee@reading.k12.ma.us> 
Subject: Question about the vote to move to every other year superintendent reviews  
  
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Reading Public Schools. Do not click links or open attachments unless 
you recognize the sender email address and know the content is safe. 
 
Dear Members of the Reading School Committee: 
 
Was the school committee vote taken on December 19 to move to an every 
other year superintendent review cycle illegal like the vote on the 
contract renewal was? Like the contract renewal vote, the superintendent 
review timing vote was also not on the agenda as required by the Open 
Meeting Law. 
 
If this vote was legal and therefore stands, can you please put a 
discussion of that vote on the agenda for a future meeting? At the very 
least, the communication to the public ahead of this vote was extremely 
poor. No one could have realized that a discussion or vote to reduce the 
frequency of superintendent reviews would take place based on the agenda 
item: "Old Business: 1. Superintendent Review Process." 
 
For something as important as this, the public needs to know the 
rationale for this major change and to have a chance to comment on it. 
 
For the record, I do not see how it serves the public interest to hold 
superintendent reviews only every other year instead of annually, as for 
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other town employees. 
 
I'd appreciate it if you'd let me know at your earliest convenience 
whether or not this vote was legal and if it was, what steps you will 
take to give the public an opportunity to discuss this significant 
change. And if the vote violated the Open Meeting Law, could you please 
outline what steps will be taken to rectify this? 
 
Thank you. 
 
Rebecca Liberman 
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Engelson, Linda

From: Rebecca Liberman <rfliberman@verizon.net>
Sent: Friday, January 17, 2020 2:18 PM
To: Doherty, John; Kelley, Christine; DG School Committee
Subject: Please restore Virtual High School in the budget

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Reading Public Schools. Do not click links or open attachments unless 
you recognize the sender email address and know the content is safe. 
 
Dear Supt. Doherty, Ms. Kelley, and Members of the Reading School Committee, 
 
I urge you to restore funding for Virtual High School (VHS) in the FY 
'21 school budget. Reading used to offer VHS courses, but this opportunity was taken away in the FY '19 budget and 
never brought back, even after the override passed. 
 
VHS courses can provide a huge benefit for students at very little cost. 
They allow students to take classes that otherwise would not fit into their schedules or that are not offered at RMHS. 
VHS courses can also be very helpful for students dealing with chronic illnesses, social‐emotional issues or who need to 
be out of school for a period of time for any other reason. 
 
In addition, bringing back VHS would allow our district to resume offering Algebra 1 in 7th grade to those students who 
need that extra challenge, followed by a Virtual High School Algebra 2 course. This pathway used to be available in our 
district until it was taken away in the 2012‐13 school year. Many other districts offer 7th grade algebra for students who 
are ready, and we should too. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rebecca Liberman 
 
 
 




